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Stream Description:

In 2020, there was a call for papers for a special issue of the Social Enterprise
Journal titled ‘Advancing the study of complexity in social innovation and
entrepreneurship studies’ that was linked to the International Social Innovation
Research Conference. Despite social entrepreneurship and social enterprise being
included in the call for papers, social entrepreneurship and social enterprise were not
explored in the special issue, nor in the articles submitted for this special issue
(French et al., 2022). This gap warrants further investigation.

The Academic Symposium ‘Complexity and Systems Change Approaches to Social
Enterprise’ stream aims to address the need for further investigation into the
relationship between complexity, systems change and social enterprise, and invites
contributions from academics, practitioners and scholar-practitioners on the following
(non-exhaustive) topics:

● Introductions of complexity science and systems change to the study of social
enterprise, social enterprise funding and social enterprise ecosystems that
assert the applicability and utility of complexity science and systems change
to the study of social enterprise, and spells out implications.

● What is the role of individual agency in the application of complex science to
social enterprise and social enterprise ecosystems?

● New methods, models or tools informed by complexity theory that benefit
social enterprise research and/or practice.

● What should be measured and how should systems change measurement be
undertaken when social enterprises are considered to be working in a
complex adaptive system?
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