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Up until recently there were few full formal degree or masters courses focusing on
social enterprise as a distinct discipline, instead being embedded as a subset of
more conventional offerings, perhaps most particularly non-profit management,
which has roots that go back to the 1970s.  That is changing, and not just in the
developed world: in India, four universities now offer social enterprise-focused
masters programs (Kumar, Kumar, Wisetsri, Raza, & Norabuena-Figueroa, 2021). In
the US alone, the number of social enterprise and social entrepreneurship courses
rose by over 400% in the first decade of the century (Mirabella & Young, 2012)
although the vast majority were still single unit courses within larger programs.

Part of the reason the teaching of social enterprise at a tertiary level has remained
peripheral to business schools is the lack of traditional curriculum materials, with a
high degree of practice focus still predominating. Questions of fundamental
importance to social entrepreneurship education and practice still remain, with the
‘answers’ more a matter of assertion, law and anecdote than the result of thorough
empirical study. This stream aims to encourage the sharing of innovative teaching
practice within the tertiary education social enterprise sector. We aim to bring
together academics, educators and industry representatives to discuss the needs
and wants in this fast growing early “start-up stage” of contemporary social
enterprise education. For that, successful submissions to this event will be in the
form of either:

● 50-minute experiential workshop. Learning by doing: Facilitate a workshop for
participants (you run the workshop) and share your insights.

● Taking the traditional academic paper presentations a step further and link
with industry. We would like to see an engaging TED-talk style 10-minute
short presentation of your paper/best practice in social enterprise education
with 5 minutes for Q&A.



The Symposium will provide an opportunity for educators to share their
evidence-based research and/or innovative workshop practice and theory in three
themes:

● Social enterprise and education 4.0: how humans and technology are
aligned to enable new learning possibilities like individualised learning,
self-directed/project-based. The inclusion of edutech/data-driven approaches
and new assessment models; the role of students in developing the
curriculum and the facilitating role of the teacher.

● Social enterprise education, career opportunities and job readiness: e.g.
the use of social enterprise competencies/skills, micro credentials or other
tools to support innovative experiential learning, creating new pathways for
alignment of industry experience (tacit knowledge) and knowledge transfer.

● Industry focus and how to improve collaboration between the academic
and industry spheres: innovative models/tools for social enterprise
education/acceleration in the early stage and/or the scale-up stage of the
social enterprise, including models for collaboration.
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